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 Monthly Events 
 

Chapter Meeting 

 

February  11th 

 

Brig. Gen. Dan Cherry  

USAF (ret.) 

 

M54, Hangar 3, 7:00 

  
Monthly Breakfasts 

   

  1st Saturday 
   Winchester, TN (BGF) Ch. 699 

    Lawrenceville, GA  (LZU) Ch. 690 
 

   2nd Saturday 
   Murfreesboro, TN (MBT) Ch. 419 
 

   3rd Saturday 
    Moontown, AL (3M5) Ch. 190 
    

  4th Saturday 
   Shelbyville, TN (SYI) Ch. 1326 
 

  5th Saturday                                                    
   Ft. Payne, AL (4A9)  

Talker - Doer - Thinker  
 

As we are exposed to people in our every day life, we of-

ten see these three separate personalities. 

First is the talker who tells of all his big ideas but never 

dedicates the time for getting started. Then there is the 

doer. He is always busy with something. He has his head 

down, completing task after task. Now we come to the 

thinker. He is thinking of new projects. He solves prob-

lems arriving at a new solution or a better method. 

 

Gathering monthly, we all appreciate the person possess-

ing a combination of these personalities in possibly re-

versed order. This person is thinking. He is doing. He is a 

positive talker sharing results and information. 

 

Come to our monthly meetings. Bring your ideas, accom-

plishments and results. Be willing to share with your fel-

low members. We all place value on and enjoy knowl-

edge. The sharing of your valued information is another 

way of being involved. You can make your chapter an in-

teresting place to be. 

Randy Hooper       

Vice President     

www.eaa863.org February 2010 

Brigadier General Dan Cherry, USAF (ret.) 

 

This month our guest speaker flew several missions out of Korat, Thailand operating the 

Republic F-105 Thunderchief affectionately known as the ñThudò.  In 1971 the Air Force 

hung a carrot out to all Thud drivers who had completed a combat tour consisting of 100 

missions by offering them a checkout in the new F-4 Phantom in exchange for volunteering 

for a second tour.  It was a tough decision to leave the family once again, but the unfinished 

business of an ongoing war and the reality that several good friends were still being held as 

prisoners of war helped to make it easier.  By June of 1971 he was stationed at Udorn Royal 

Thai Air Force Base with the 13th Tactical Fighter Squadron.  His most notable mission 

came on April 16, 1972 when he shot down a Mig 21 followed 37 years later by a meeting 

with the pilot of that Mig and the authoring of a book entitled My Enemy, My Friend.  Dan 

went on to command the 8th Tactical Fighter Wing and fly as Thunderbird 1 with the USAF 

Thunderbirds before retiring after 29 years of meritorious service.  To hear more about his 

adventures and accomplishments, join us February 11th at 7:00 in Hangar 3. 

http://www.eaa863.org/
http://www.aviationheritagepark.com/cherry.html
http://www.ahpsales.com/product.sc;jsessionid=742DFE7E713C91936CEE67F274E40074.qscstrfrnt02?productId=13&categoryId=1
http://www.facebook.com/%23/pages/Lebanon-TN/Lebanon-EAA-Chapter-863/288492756313?ref=nf
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US Sport Aviation Expo 
 

I was in the area and had 

the opportunity to attend 

the US Sport Aviation 

Expo in Sebring Florida. 

While there were many 

other aircraft present, the 

show is pretty much dedi-

cated to light sport air-

craft and there were sev-

eral rows of LSAôs. 

 

Entering the gate, Cessna had itôs Skycatcher on display maintain-

ing a constant crowd. Next were the more traditional Legend and 

Cubcrafter Cubs. They were followed by many different LSA 

models taking their place among the displayed. 

 

After touring the grounds and lunch I went to the forum hangar 

and attended a forum conducted by Carol and Brian Carpenter of 

Rainbow Aviation. Carol and Brian are the foremost authorities 

related to Light Sport Aircraft knowledge and certification. They 

have an active business teaching and certifying Light Sport Air-

craft mechanics. 

 

From the forum, I took away information concerning the different 

types of LSA airworthiness certificates and who is certified to do 

maintenance on each type. An eye opener was that a FAA certified 

Airframe and Powerplant  Mechanic (A&P) may not have the 

proper credentials to perform required work on some LSA models. 

The owner needs thorough knowledge so the airworthiness certifi-

cate is not compromised. 

The Expo was a well or-

ganized show with a 

great atmosphere. Exiting 

the entry gate, my 

thoughts immediately 

were looking forward to 

Sun-N-Fun just around 

the corner. I can hardly 

wait. 

 

Randy Hooper 

Vice President /  

Technical Counselor 

2010 Members  

in Good Standing 

If you have paid your dues and 

your name is missing from the 

list please contact our secre-

tary / treasurer Chris Davis at 

(615) 717-7730   

Bill McNutt 

Bob Stadelman Family 

Brian Ambrose Family 

Brian Ehni 

Chris Cook 

Chris Davis Family 

Cory Gerulis 

Dan Allen Family 

Derrick Cole 

Don Strader Family 

Donald McDonald 

Doug Eshelman Family 

Dwayne Kinnard 

Gary & Janet Piper 

Gary Allen 

Gary Kaplan Family 

Jim Johnson 

JJ Thomlinson 

John & Deborah Baugh 

John McMahon 

Kevin Banks 

Luke Ash 

Lee Allen 

Livia & Gary Meuer 

Mike McCartney 

Mike Neidenthal 

Morton Boggs Family 

Paul Rotenberry 

Randy Hooper Family 

Ray Woodson 

Richard Porter 

Richard Warner 

Rick Spencer 

Robert Langford Family 

Robert Redmon Family 

Steve Thaxton Family 

Tom Draus 

Tom Henne 

mailto:mailto:chdavis@chappellsmith.com
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Staying Ahead of the Airplane 
  

Recently we had a gear up landing at good old Mike Fifty Four.  This incident happened shortly 

after sunset.  While there can be several reasons for such and expensive landing, the number 

one cause is usually that the pilot just simply ñgets behind the airplane.ò 

  

Staying ahead of the airplane means more than being prepared, it means not letting anything 

take you by surprise ï anything you can foresee, that is, and much of what happens in the air 

can be foreseen.  Staying ahead of the airplane also means that the pilot should be in charge, not 

the airplane.  It applies to every flight regime, including take offs, cruise, and landings.  There 

is altitude to be watched, charts to check, landmarks to note, and the need to maintain constant 

vigilance inside the airplane. 

 

Itôs easy for a pilot to get distracted.  Passengers talking, radio squawking, poor weather, or 

maybe an airport youôre not quite familiar with are but a few factors.  We have all done it.  

Your are driving in your car listening to one of the ñoldies but goodiesò on the radio, and the 

next thing you know you have missed a street your were supposed to turn onto.   

 

A good preflight will usually help set your mind straight, and get the flight off on the right foot.  

Also, using your checklist, and calling out each item helps.  Power back, mixture rich, carb heat 

on, fuel pump on, gear down and green, fuel on both or fullest tank, shoulder harness tight, 

pressure and temps in the green, flaps down, trim set, and prop set for a go-around.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAY IT---DO IT---THEN GREASE IT ON! 

 

Robert Redmon 

Flight / Safety Officer 

Wayne Cowan Photography 


